Atty. Docket No. 728-228 CON (YOR9 2002 0004 US1) 
REMARKS 



Claims 1-12 and 22-24 are currently pending. Claims 1-12 and 22-24 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,005,812 (Mullarkey) in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,796,285 (Drouot) and U.S. Patent No. 6,249,473 (Lau). 

Please add new Claim 25 as set forth herein. No new matter has been added. 

Regarding the rejection of independent Claims 1 and 23 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a), the 
Examiner states that the combination of Mullarkey in view of Drouot and Lau teache each and 
every limitation of the claims. 

Claims 1 and 23 recite, in part, "an AND gate receiving said power control signal and 
clock control signal and outputting a control signal; a first transistor connected to the AND gate 
and controlled by said control signal; a second transistor and a third transistor connected in 
series, the series connected at one end to a voltage source and to the other end to the first 
transistor for generating a reference voltage*'. This combination of elements in their specific 
connection are neither taught nor disclosed by the cited references. For example, Claims 1 and 23 
recite a first transistor connected to the AND gate and controlled by said control signal, and a 
second transistor and a third transistor connected in series, the series connected at one end to a 
voltage source and to the other end to the first transistor for generating a reference voltage. Lau et 
al. shows a NAND gate and an inverter, which is not an AND gate. Further, Drouot shows 
transistors 11-14 and transistors 15, 16 and 19 and a hysteresis comparator containing transistors 
22-27 to generate its enable signal, which cannot be equated with the three transistors of Claims 
1 or 23. 

Accordingly, for at least the above-stated reasons, it is respectfully requested that the 
rejection of Claims 1 and 23 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) be withdrawn. 
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New Claim 25 recites, in part, *■% ..power control unit for detemiimng a performance mode 
of the SOD ami. disabling the local DC voltage generators according to the perfbraiance motle, 
wherein a separate enabling clock signal i$ supplied to each DC voltage generator and the at least 
one unit of the plurality of subsystems associated each DC voltage generator ' It is. .respectfully 
submitted that the cited references do not teach or drseiose at least these features of Claim 25, 

Independent Claims I and 23 arc believed to be in condition for allowance. Without 
conceding the patentabi l ity per se of dependent Claims 242, 22, and 24, these are likewise 
believed to fee allowable fey virtue of their dependence on their respecti ve amended independent 
claims, Accordingly, reconsiderat ion and withdrawal of the rejections of dependent Claims -12, 
22, and 24 is respectliUly requested. 

Accordingly, all of the claims pending ip the application, namely. Claims 1-12 and 22- 
25, are beJieved to be in condition for allowance, Should the Examiner believe that a telephone 
conference or personal interview would facilitate resale ma tiers, the 

Examiner may contact Applicants' attorney at the number gi ven below. 




Respectfuily submitted, 



Michael J. Muse! la 
Reg. No. 39,310 
Attorney for Applieam(s) 



THE EARRELL LA W FIRM 
333 lark Qvington Blvd., Suite 70 1 
Omottda! e, NY 1 1 5 5 3 
(516) 228-3 563 
(516) 228-8475 (FAX*) 



MJM/dr 
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